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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 November 2008 . 
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7) 1^ Claim(s) 31-34 and 37-40 is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 29-30 and 35-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Narusawa (US 6,081,055). Narusawa teaches a vibration motor comprised of a motor body 20 
(Figs.lB,2A-2C), a motor shaft 22 projecting from the motor body (Fig.lA), an eccentric weight 
23 attached to the motor shaft 22 (Fig.lA), and an attaching means (holder frame) 30 (Figs.lA- 
1D&3A-3C) for supporting said motor body 20 in a horizontal prone posture at one surface of a 
board 100 (Fig. la, board 100 illustrated in phantom), wherein the attaching means 30 has a pair 
of attachment faces (holding spring pieces) 33 sfraddling said motor shaft 22 and extending in 
parallel with the same at the two sides of a motor case 20 (Figs. 1 A-ID) and a plane including 
said pair of attachment faces 33 (i.e., "including" is construed as meaning the plane contains or 
'includes' parts of the attachment faces 33) intersects with a circular orbit of the outermost point 
of the eccentric weight 23 at two points. 

Regarding claim 30, parts of said pair of attachment faces 33 are positioned closer to said 
eccentric weight side than a center of gravity of said vibration motor itself (Figs.lA-lD) in the 
sense that the attachment faces 33 which extend along the entire length of the housing 20 include 
at least a portion which is closer to the eccentric weight side than a center of gravity of the 
vibration motor itself. 

Regarding claims 35-36, the holding spring pieces 33 comprise "attachment rails" 
generally U-shaped in cross-section (Figs.3B&3C). Given that the holding spring pieces 33 
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extend the length of the motor, parts can be considered positioned closer to the eccentric weight 
23 side than the center of gravity of the motor. 


Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 31-34 and 37-40 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 31, the prior art does not teach the claimed vibration motor including, 
inter alia, a distance between a center point of a line connecting said two points and a point 
where a diametrical line of said circular orbit passing through that center point intersects said 
circular orbit in a normal direction at a plane including said pair of attachment faces is at least 
the radius of said circular orbit and not more than the sum of said radius and the thickness of said 
board. 

Regarding claim 32, the prior art does not teach the claimed vibration motor including, 
inter alia, an end cap for closing an opening of said motor case at the side opposite to said 
eccentric weight and a pair of external connection terminal pieces attached to said end cap, said 
attaching means has a pair of legs straddling said motor case in its thickness direction, a leg 
connecting part connecting said pair of legs on said motor case, and feet formed at the bottom of 
said legs, and said attachment faces are the back surfaces of said feet. 

Regarding claim 34, the prior art does not teach the claimed vibration motor including, 
inter alia, a board provided with a cutaway space or an open space, wherein a pair of attachment 
faces of said vibration motor is affixed to one surface of said board at the sides of said cutaway 
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space or said open space, and said vibration motor is mounted with at least said motor body in a 
state sunken in said cutaway space or said open space. 

Regarding claim 37, the prior art does not teach the claimed vibration motor including, 
inter alia, a distance between a center point of a line connecting said two points and a point 
where a diametrical line of said circular orbit passing through that center point intersects said 
circular orbit in a normal direction at a plane including said pair of attachment rails is at least the 
radius of said circular orbit and not more than the sum of said radius and the thickness of said 
board. 

Regarding claim 38, the prior art does not teach the claimed vibration motor including, 
inter aha, said motor has a terminal blade mount for closing an opening of said motor housing at 
the side opposite to said eccentric weight and a pair of extemal connection terminal blades 
attached to said terminal blade mount, said attaching means has a pair of legs straddling said 
motor housing in its thickness direction, a leg connecting part connecting said pair of legs on 
said motor housing, and feet formed at the bottom of said legs, and said attachment rails are 
the back surfaces of said feet. 

Regarding claim 40, the prior art does not teach the claimed vibration motor including, 
inter alia, a board provided with a cut-out or an open space, wherein a pair of attachment faces of 
said vibration motor are affixed to one surface of said board at the sides of said cut-out or said 
open space, and said vibration motor is mounted with at least said motor housing in a state 
sunken in said cut-out or said open space. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 05 November 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that the attachment means and pair of attachment faces of the 
claimed invention are "part of the vibration motor". In contrast, it is argued, Narusawa's 
attaching means (holder frame) 30 and pair of attachment faces (holding spring pieces) 33 
(Figs. 1 A- ID) are positioned on the circuit board 100 and receive the vibration motor body 20 
and thus are not "part of the vibration motor." In other words, Narusawa's attaching means 30 
is separate from the vibration motor 20 which it holds. 

Applicant's argument is not persuasive for two reasons. First, when considered in light 
of the specification as originally filed, it is clear that the claimed invention's "attachment means" 
and "pair of attachment faces" are not "part of the vibration motor" as argued. It is noted that the 
term "motor body" (claim 29) is not in the original specification as filed. Specification 
paragraph 65 describes a motor with a "cylindrical external housing case 3" and shown in Fig.l. 
See also paragraph 78 and Fig. 10 which describes a "motor made up of a substantially 
cylindrical extemal housing case 13". Thus, the claimed vibration "motor body" is taken to be 
the cylindrical extemal housing case 3/13. Further, note paragraph 88 and Fig.3 which describes 
a "holder [33] that covers the outside of the extemal housing case of the motor; the inside of the 
holder is formed in essentially the same shape as the outside of the extemal housing case 3". 
See paragraph 91 and Fig.3 where "holder" 33 is described as "cover[ing] the outside of the 
extemal housing case of the motor." See also applicant's amendments to the specification 
paragraph 91 made 05 November 2008, in particular the description: "The holder 33 may be 
altematively referred to as an attachment means. ..." Thus, it is clear in light of the specification 
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that the holder 33, i.e. the claimed "attaching means", is not part of the vibration "motor body" 
3/13 but rather a separate element which holds the vibration motor's external housing 
body/housing case 3/13. The same holds true for the "motor housing" of claim 35 corresponding 
to the "external housing case" 3/13 of the specification and Figs.l,3&10. 

Second, the language of claims 29 and 35, taken on its face, does not stipulate that the 
attaching means and pair of attachment faces are "part of the vibration motor" as argued. In fact, 
given that the attachment means is claimed as "supporting said motor body" and the attachment 
faces "[straddle] said motor shaft and [extend] in parallel with the same at two sides of a motor 
case" (claim 29), the language implies just the opposite, that these elements are separate from 
motor body. Thus, the feature upon which applicant relies, in addition to not being supported by 
the specification, is not recited in the rejected claims. Although the claims are interpreted in 
light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In 
re Van Gems, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

5 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BURTON MULLINS whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2029. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, Quyen Leung can be reached on 
(571)272-8188. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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05 December 2008 


/BURTON MULLINS/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2834 


